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PERRY ERNEST CLAIMS 3RD WSOP GOLD RING 

Family man turns love of poker hobby into three Circuit titles  

Perry Earnest claimed his third World Series of Poker gold ring and $24,358 in the wee hours of 

Monday morning. The Illinois native outmatched 369 entrants in the final ring event of the 

Potawatomi Circuit series. Event #12: $365 No-Limit Hold'em Double Stack Re-Entry finished 

in just one day and ended with Ernest holding all the chips. 

“It was really great. The competition was fantastic. There is a lot of excellent poker players. A 

lot of pros were playing,” said Ernest following his victory. 

The final table of the turbo-style tournament was full of tough, and decorated competitors. Ernest 

was up against the likes of nine-time gold ring winner Josh Reichard, three-time gold ring winner 

Allen Kessler, and two-time gold ring winner Lee Rzentkowski.  

“As the tournament went on I got pretty much into a groove,” claimed Ernest “It’s been a long 

time since I’ve been at a final table for a ring. Right around, I’d say about, five-handed I started 

feeling more comfortable.” 

Even though he was faced with formidable opponents, Ernest found a way to buckle down, take 

home the Circuit title, and have good time in the process. 

“I had a blast!” Ernest expressed. “Poker has always been like a hobby to me. This is one of my 

first loves, poker. I recommend this experience to anybody. Love the experience! I’m going to be 

playing more. 



 

 

Although Ernest only plays as a hobby, he certainly knows how to make it count when he enters 

the felted arena. The 56-year-old now has three rings in 14 WSOP cashes. He bagged his debut 

gold ring in 2008 at Horseshoe Hammond, then followed it up with a second gold ring at 

Harrah's Tunica during the same Circuit tour. 

These days it is more difficult for Ernest to get out and participate in his admired hobby. The 

family man keeps busy with a wife, five kids, and a career in real estate investing. 

“They [Ernest’s children] started playing basketball, soccer, football, and track… so, really I 

haven’t played that much over the last seven, eight, years,” Ernest explained. 

The Milwaukee-based Circuit and a blessing from his wife, granted Ernest the chance to get back 

in the game, and he took the opening in full stride. 

“This has been a great opportunity. My wife, you know, she said ‘hey, go down there and play. 

It’s close to Chicago. Have a good time.’” Ernest mentioned “This may inspire my wife to let 

me, you know, go off and play again, so I’m looking forward to that.” 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Perry Ernest 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Lisle, Ill. 
Current Residence:   Chicago, Ill. 

Age:     56 
Profession:    Investment Advisor 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 2

 

DIRECT LINKS 

FULL RESULTS 
PERRY ERNEST’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1403&tid=16258&dayof=162581&rr=5
http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1403&tid=16258&dayof=162581&rr=5
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=52217
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=52217
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/16258-winner-photo.jpg

