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RYAN SKLUZAK WINS MONSTER STACK GOLD RING 

South Dakota champ comes up big on WSOP stage. 

Ryan Skluzak came away with his first World Series of Poker gold ring on Thursday at the 

Potawatomi Circuit stop. The 42-year-old Midwesterner conquered a large field in Event #7: 

$365 No-Limit Hold'em Monster Stack (Single Re-Entry). 

“I don’t get to play many of these events. I’ve been close one other time and to get it done, feels 

fantastic. Especially beating a field of 681 players.” Skluzak revealed after his win. 

The signature, WSOP tournament entailed two, long days of poker. Skluzak survived Day 1 with 

a top-ten stack. From there, he made it to the unofficial final table as second in chips, but 

eventually ran into some trouble.  

“I got very lucky early on. I was all in against aces with pocket queens and I rivered a queen.” 

Skluzak explained “From then on, everything seemed to go smooth.” 

A stroke of luck provided Skluzak with new life. Eliminations ensued and eventually it boiled 

down to Skluzak versus Dennis Brisbois Jr. for the Monster Stack title. In the end, Brisbois Jr. 

was rendered helpless when Skluzak picked up pocket kings three out of the last five hands, 

ultimately leading him to victory. 

Although it was his first triumph on the WSOP stage, Skluzak is no stranger to the winner's 

circle. In fact, the Farmer/Seed Dealer from South Dakota is a back-to-back State Champion. 

Skluzak was asked to compare his recent achievement with his 2016 and 2017 honors. 



 

 

“South Dakota State Poker Championships, obviously, are smaller fields. I beat a field of 81 and 

131,” said Skluzak. “Still, a really good accomplishment, but having just the experienced players 

that you have here. It just makes it feel so much more accomplished.” 

Along with his debut gold ring, Skluzak will be returning home to his wife and three kids with a 

$41,888 payday. However, the significant conquest may have never come to light if it were not 

for a fateful phone call. 

“I cashed in the event prior to this one,” Skluzak mentioned “And then, being as I did, my wife 

talked me in to staying and playing the Monster Stack because she knows I love the Monster 

Stack events.” 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Ryan Skluzak 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Kimball, S.D. 
Current Residence:   Kimball, S.D. 
 

Age:     42 
Profession:    Seed Dealer 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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