
 

WSOP CIRCUIT 2017-18 
EVENT REPORT 

 

Circuit Stop: Potawatomi   

  (Milwaukee, Wis.)  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em   

  (Single Re-Entry) 

Buy-in:  $365 

Date:   7 February 2018 

Entries: 293 

Prizepool: $87,900

 

WSOP CIRCUIT TITLE GOES TO RICHARD STEVENS 

Retired military officer secures first gold ring in one-day tournament. 

The World Series of Poker Circuit at Potawatomi has crowned another champion. It was Richard 

Stevens who graced the winner's circle this time around. The retired military officer topped a 

293-entrant field in Event #6: $365 No-Limit Hold’em (Single Re-Entry) to earn himself 

$21,097 and his first WSOP gold ring. 

“It’s pretty good. My goal was to win one of these events,” Stevens said following the victory. 

Stevens did take long to succeed in his mission. The 50-year-old only recently began playing 

poker full time, after retiring from service this past summer. 

“Professionally, this would be my first year playing… started in January [2018],” Stevens stated. 

“I’m a retired Lieutenant Colonel from the Army. I retired in June.” 

During his time as an officer in the United States Army, Stevens would occasionally seek out a 

cash game or live tournament when he could. 

“I used to play a lot at Maryland Live and MGM,” said Stevens. “That’s where I got schooled at 

and now I’m ready to join the professional ranks.” 

In addition to finding the time to hone his poker abilities, Stevens gained a lot of useful 

characteristics from his military career. 



 

 

“A lot of the skills I learned in the Army really relates to poker; having patients and I’m a 

strategic planner, so thinking ahead,” Stevens referred. 

Having a mind for the game led Stevens to the gold-ring triumph. Event #6 took less than 24 

hours to reach a conclusion and Stevens' tactics prevailed in the end. 

The finish marks his first WSOP cash. Although the Chicago native, now living in Shakopee, 

Minnesota, does have a handful of other tournament cashes, his recent score is above and beyond 

the rest. 

The momentous victory will surely stand out in Stevens' mind for years to come and could be a 

tremendous spark to his young career in the world of poker. 

“I’m going to try and play more events. That’s my goal,” Stevens expressed. “And spend a few 

weeks out in Vegas this summer.” 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Richard Stevens 
Nationality:  USA 
Birthplace:    Chicago, Ill. 
Current Residence:   Shakopee, Minn. 
 

Age:     50 
Profession:    Retired Military  
   Officer/Poker Pro 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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