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DEBUT GOLD RING FOR LEEVY YOESEP 

Casual player scoops huge win in fourth-ever tournament experience. 

Leevy Yoesep achieved a debut, World Series of Poker Circuit gold ring on Sunday at the 

Potawatomi Circuit stop. The 62-year-old navigated through a field of 1,467 entrants in Event 

#3: $365 No-Limit Hold'em Re-entry, a tournament that consisted of four separate starting 

flights and an extensive Day 2. 

“I’m excited… a little tired,” Yoesep mentioned after all was said and done. “A couple Advils,” 

he said with a laugh when asked how he maintained focus throughout the long days. 

Yoesep emerged from the third starting leg, Flight C, with 125,000 in chips to his name. A total 

of 75 players survived their respective starting flights, which placed Yoesep in the middle of the 

pack to begin Day 2. 

From there, Yoesep carved his way to the final table, and sat as the chip leader to boot. It was 

quite an unfamiliar position for the casual poker player. 

“Normally, I play on weekends; just $2/$5 cash games. This is my fourth tournament I’m 

playing,” Yoesep admitted. “I was here last year. I made it to second day, but I got busted.” 

Although Yoesep's tournament experience was lacking, he did not falter in the end. Craig Trost, 

who started Day 2 with a dominant chip advantage over the rest of the field, was Yoesep's final 

opponent. The two competitors hashed it out for nearly two hours before Yoesep struck the final 

blow. 



 

 

Event #3 honors included $67,649 and 50 Casino Championship, along with the golden 

hardware, an unforgettable score for the Illinois resident, originally from Urmia, Iran. 

Yoesep moved to the United States in 1979 and has been playing poker for nearly 40 years. He 

hopes to retire in the near future, which would provide him with more free time to search for 

more success on the felt. 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Leevy Yoesep 
Nationality:  USA/Iranian 
Birthplace:    Urmia, Iran 
Current Residence:   Arlington Heights, Ill. 
 

Age:     62 
Profession:    Construction  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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