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 HARRY ARUTYUNYAN WINS $580 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM 

TURBO       

In last event of the series, Arutyunyan earns his second ring of both the season and his career 

along with $11,250 

On Tuesday evening, Harry Arutyunyan earned his second Circuit ring in the final event of 

the WSOP Circuit series at the Bicycle Hotel and Casino. He defeated a 60-entry field to win 

$11,250 in the $580 no-limit hold’em turbo event.  

His first came last August when he won the main event at Harrah’s Cherokee to conclude 
the first stop of the season. This one concludes the last series of the calendar year.  

He made the trek to North Carolina to sweat Sean Yu at the final table of the Global Casino 

Championship. Yu is at least partially responsible for Arutyunyan’s first ring and he can 

take partial responsibility for his second one as well.  

“I didn’t even know about the event,” said Arutyunyan after the win. “Sean texted me in the 

morning and said, ‘Are you coming?’ And I said, ‘Come for what?’ And he said ‘No, they have 

a ring event. A turbo event, come on.’ So, I late registered at the break and just ran good 
after that.”  

That is where the similarities between his two wins stop, however. His first ring came 

2,500 miles away from home. He dominated the final table full of complete strangers from 

start to finish. This win comes in his home casino and he had to battle back from the 
bottom of the leaderboard and defeated one of his closest poker friends for the title.  



 

 

Even though he wasn’t in the best situation, his confidence never wavered. He found some 

momentum early and rode it all the way to heads-up play with Sohale Khalili. Khalili was 

also searching for his second ring and was on the rail for both Yu’s win in the GCC and 

Arutyunyan’s win in the Cherokee main event. The recently engaged poker pro earned 
$6,960 for his runner-up finish.  

“As soon as we came to the final table, I was second to last in chips and I said, ‘Let the nine 

out of 10 win the tournament,” said Arutyunyan. “And the first hand I doubled up. [Khalili] 

said ‘Oh my God, you’re going to win it all.’ I said, ‘I’ve got a long way to go, but I’m going to 

try.”  

The two are in the same circle of poker friends, but their poker backgrounds couldn’t be 

any more different. Arutyunyan cut his teeth on the live felt, while Khalili got his 
professional poker career online.  

“I never play online,” said Arutyunyan. “And he’s an online wizard.”  

Arutyunyan acknowledged that Khalili’s background may have given him an edge at the 

start of heads-up play, when effective stack sizes were shallow and Khalili held a three-to-

one chip lead. After stacks evened out, the business owner from Glendale felt more in his 

comfort zone.  

“In the beginning, for sure I thought he had an edge,” said Arutyunyan. “But when the chips 

got even, I thought live is going to take over now. We were pretty deep heads-up. It wasn’t 

like a 10-big blind spot. We were actually playing a tournament. We had like 30 bigs, so it 

was pretty good.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: Harry Arutyunyan 
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Glendale, CA 
Current Residence: Glendale, CA 

Age: 33 
Profession: Entrepreneur   
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 1 
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