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 CALVIN ROBERTS WINS $365 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM       

Southern California CPA wins first ring and $16,970 in final prelim of the series 

Calvin Roberts earned his first World Series of Poker cash this past summer with a 75th 

place finish in the $1,000 Seniors event at the Rio. His second WSOP-related cash resulted 

in a Circuit ring.  

The Fresno native took down the final prelim event of the series on Saturday afternoon. He 

defeated a field of 226 entries to win $16,970 in the $365 no-limit hold’em event. For 

Roberts, the achievement is just step one of his poker aspirations.  

“It’s wonderful,” said Roberts. “It really is. It’s almost a dream come true. Now, I just got to 
win a bracelet.”  

The 56-year-old came into the second and final day of action second in chips of the final 

seven players. According to Roberts, he had a little bit of a roller coaster day before a 

crucial mistake turned into what propelled him to victory.  

During short-handed play, he got into a big pot with Jesse Capps. In a battle of the blinds, 

the two got all in preflop with Capps holding ace-jack and dominating Robert’s queen-jack. 

Roberts hit a queen on the flop to double up and leave Capps as one of the short stacks.  

“I looked at my cards and thought I had queens,” said Roberts. “I raised, he re-raised and I 

went all in. He called, and I turned over my cards and thought ‘What did I just do?’ And then 

a queen comes on the flop. I felt really bad for that one. It’s not a hand that I would go all in 

on and really hurt somebody’s stack, but it happened.”  



 

 

After doubling through Capps, Roberts took the chip lead and never looked back, riding the 

momentum to his first ring.  

“That was the turning point for me. It really was. I was up and down all afternoon and then 
hit that big one and it just turned around the whole thing.”  

Roberts works as the Chief Financial Officer for a small farming company and pistachios 

processor. He doesn’t take the game too seriously and uses the game to unwind.  

“Poker fits into my life because it’s fun for me,” said Roberts. “It’s relaxing. I don’t play for a 

living. I play for fun and whatever I make on the side is gravy money.”  

Battling it out on the felt is a way of stress relief for Roberts, but after cashing in a bracelet 

event at the Rio, he could taste the second half of his poker dream. He’s going to continue to 

chase it.  

“I want a bracelet, I really do,” said Roberts. “I played last year in the Seniors event and 

played really well until the last level of Day 2. I just blew a huge chip and then I said ‘Now, I 

want a bracelet.’ And my wife said I owe her a bracelet for going to Vegas, so it’s kind of for 

her too.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name: Calvin Roberts 
Nationality: American 
Birthplace: Fresno, CA 
Current Residence: Hanford, CA 

Age: 56 
Profession: CFO Small Farming Company  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0
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