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 RYAN VAN SANFORD WINS $365 NO-LIMIT HOLD’EM      

Poker pro from Colorado wins $13,135 and his second ring at just 24 years old 

As poker moves further away from the Moneymaker boom of 2003, there are fewer young 

players coming into the game and making a living for themselves. Ryan Van Sanford doesn’t 

fit that mold.  

At just 24 years old, Van Sanford has already accomplished more than most ever will on the 

felt. On Thursday, he added a second Circuit ring to a resume that features over $1.4 million 

in tournament earnings. He defeated a 162-entry field to win $13,135 in the $365 no-limit 
hold’em.  

He accomplished the feat with his father, Jeff, watching every step of the way. Part of the 

reason that Ryan decided to make the trip to Los Angeles was because his father was out 

here on a business trip. When he got a hold of his second ring, he immediately handed it 

over to his father, who keeps all his poker trophies at home.  

The elder Van Sanford had his doubts at first, but after watching his son accumulate more 

and more success, he became his son’s biggest fan. 

“When I was playing $11 tournaments in his basement when I was 18 years old and had no 

job and no car, he was a little suspicious of what was going on,” said the younger Van 

Sanford. “But once I started to do well, I won a couple live tournaments, he’s been the most 

supportive person in my life by far. He comes to as many tournaments as he can and just 

stands there all the time. And it’s wonderful.”  



 

 

Unlike most father and son poker relationships, there is some element of teacher and 

student. Their relationship is much different. Jeff is Ryan’s fan. He doesn’t play poker very 
seriously and never taught Ryan any of what he watches his son employ at the table.  

“He has like 200 million Zynga Facebook poker chips,” joked Ryan. “That’s about it.”  

Van Sanford won his first Circuit ring nearly six years ago when he was just 18 years old. 

He defeated 288 entries and won $20,732 in a $365 no-limit hold’em in Choctaw.  

He was still getting his feet, and a bankroll, underneath him. Even with a major title in 

Jacksonville for nearly half a million dollars and now a second ring, nothing compares to his 
first.  

“My first ring is a very special memory,” said the younger Van Sanford. “The most special 

moment for me. Bigger than Jacksonville, bigger than everything. It was like the third live 

poker tournament I ever played. I had like 18% of myself and I sold the rest to all my 

friends, so I could get in the tournament.  

“I had like 50 of my friends on the rail. So, that was one of the best things that ever 

happened to me in my life. This is more, I don’t know the word, this is more steady. 
Everything is in its right place. This is kind of a normal swing.”  

With the win, Van Sanford jumps right into the thick of things in the race for the Casino 

Champion crown. As a professional poker player, he may understand more than most the 

value of a free seat into the 2018 Global Casino Championship. He’s going to make every 

effort to earn that title and get that seat.  

“I will be playing every tournament,” said Van Sanford about the rest of the series at the 

Bike. “Multi-tabling, re-entering, doing whatever I can.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:  Ryan Van Sanford  
Nationality: American 
Birthplace:  Colorado Springs, CO 
Current Residence: Colorado Springs, CO  

Age: 24 
Profession: Professional Poker Player  
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 1
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