
 

WSOP CIRCUIT 2017-18 
EVENT REPORT 

 

Circuit Stop: Bicycle Hotel and Casino (Bell 

Gardens, CA)  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em Monster 

Stack Re-Entry 

Buy-in:  $365  

Date:   5 December 2017 

Entries: 1,150 

Prizepool: $401,100 

 

 HERMILO VARGAS WINS MONSTER STACK RING    

Former taxi driver wins $71,195 and first ring after defeating a massive 1,150-entry field in 

the $365 no-limit hold’em monster stack re-entry.  

Before Tuesday, Hermilo Vargas had four World Series of Poker cashes, but three of them 
were final tables. Vargas made his fourth career Circuit final table on Tuesday afternoon 
and secured his first Circuit title later that night.  

Vargas defeated 1,150 entries in the $365 no-limit hold’em monster stack re-entry event to 
win $71,195 and his first Circuit title. He defeated Mario Martinez heads-up to finish the 
job.  

“It feels good,” said Vargas. “I was short stacked at the final table. I won a few pots and I 
went all the way.”  

The tournament spanned over four days with four starting flights and an option to buy-in 
on Day 2 for $2,200. Like the rest of the tournament, the final table was a battle and lasted 
for nearly seven hours.  

“It took like three levels to lose one player,” said Vargas about the final table’s action. 
“Everybody played great. In the end, the limits go up and they really force the cards.”  

Vargas currently makes his living on the felt, but before that, he made his living behind the 
wheel of a car. After immigrating to the United States from Mexico, Vargas built his bankroll 
as a taxi driver.  



 

 

The local players gave him the nickname “Taxi,” but his days in a cab are long behind him. 
Now, you can generally find him in any of the tournaments that run at the Bicycle Hotel and 
Casino or in any of the mixed cash games that are running in the cash game area.  

“I was a taxi driver a long time ago,” said Vargas “Now, I just play poker.”  

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:  Hermilo Vargas 
Nationality: Mexican 
Birthplace: Mexico  
Current Residence: Bell Gardens, CA    

Age: N/A   
Profession: Poker Player 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0  

 

DIRECT LINKS 

FULL RESULTS 
VARGAS’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO  

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results/?aid=1&grid=1481&tid=16164&dayof=161641&rr=5
http://www.wsop.com/players/profile/?playerID=196745
http://www.wsop.com/pdfs/reports/16164-winner-photo.jpg

