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Circuit Stop: IP Biloxi (Biloxi, Miss.)  

Event:  No-Limit Hold’em    

Buy-in:  $365 

Date:   17 September 2017 

Entries: 90 

Prizepool: $27,000

 

VARADA “DON” IYENGAR WINS 1ST GOLD RING IN TURBO 

Tournament poker beginner takes home debut gold ring after turbo triumph. 

Don Iyengar, in his first World Series of Poker Circuit event ever, topped the final turbo of 
the IP Biloxi series. The native of India cruised through a field of 90 players in Event #11: 
$365 No-Limit Hold'em Turbo to win $8,640 and his first gold ring. 

“Oh, it’s awesome,” responded Iyengar when asked how the achievement felt. “This is 
beginners luck I guess,” he said with a laugh. 

Although Iyengar has been playing poker for a good amount of years, the 47-year-old is 
quite new to the live, tournament stage.  

“It was about 2004, I started playing online. Then, they shut down online poker and it took 
me a while to transition to live poker,” Iyengar explained. “I usually play in cash games, 
Limit Hold’em… But I have been studying up quite a bit.” 

Whether it was his preparation, a day full of luck, or a combination of the two, Iyengar 
stamped a memorable triumph for his poker record book. The full-time worker plays poker 
as more of a hobby, and decided to try his hand at the WSOPC. 

“I actually wanted to play the Main Event, but I wasn’t feeling right for the Main Event so I 
just decided to play the turbo,” claimed Iyengar. “Start small you know.” 

It was a decision that ultimately worked out in the best of ways. Iyengar walked away with 
a fair amount of prize money and of course the coveted gold ring. 



 

 

 

MEET THE LATEST WSOP CIRCUIT RING WINNER 

Name:    Varada “Don”   
   Iyengar 
Nationality:  IN 
Birthplace:    India 
Current Residence:   Houston, Tex. 

Age:     47 
Profession:    Sales 
WSOP Bracelets: 0 
Previous WSOP Circuit Rings: 0

 

DIRECT LINKS 

FULL RESULTS 
VARADA “DON” IYENGAR’S OFFICIAL WSOP PLAYER PROFILE 
OFFICIAL WINNER PHOTO 

http://www.wsop.com/tournaments/results.asp?grid=1364&tid=15889
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