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Danny Illingworth Wins $580 No-Limit Hold’em    
 

After a career full of close calls, Southern California grinder earns first tournament win 

and $16,495 and Circuit ring.  

 

Bell Gardens, Ca. (March 8, 2017) — Danny Illingworth has won a lot of money playing 

poker. But amongst the more than $1 million he’s earned in live tournaments, he had no outright 

win on his tournament resume.  

 

That all changed on Wednesday afternoon at the Bicycle Casino when he took down the $580 

no-limit hold’em. He bested a field of 121 entries to put a win on the resume, earn another 

$16,945, and take home a Circuit ring for his mantle.  

 

“It’s definitely a good feeling,” said the San Diego native. “It’s definitely satisfactory to finally 

close one out and it’s nice to have some friends here to share in that experience, too. It’s 

definitely more of a complete feeling to actually pull all the way through.”  

 

The rail for the 28-year-old poker professional had a deep rail full of friends and fellow 

California-based poker pros. Amongst his supporters was William Wolf, who won his second 

ring on Tuesday afternoon in a $365 no-limit hold’em event.  

 

Wolf’s performance on Tuesday helped motivate Illingworth en route to victory.  

 

“It was motivating because if he can win one, then anyone really can,” said Illingworth. “That 

actually propelled me to the feeling that I had a good chance in this thing.”  

 

The rail wasn’t the only place in the tournament filled with poker pros. Illingworth had to go 

through a final table that also had several top pros. Nipun Java and Alex Massman also made an 

appearance at the final table with Massman was seated on Illingworth’s direct left. Top pros 

Cord Garcia and Josh Hale also made deep runs in the event, finishing just shy of a final table.  

 

Illingworth not only survived through the field full of tough competition, but he thrived in it. The 

experience of going through them en route to his first win made it more enjoyable for him.  

 



“They were kind of a friendly bunch,” said Illingworth. “I kind of have experience with those 

guys anyway, so that makes the tournament a little bit more enjoyable and engaging. That kind 

of helped keep me in it. 

 

“It wasn’t an easy field, but the cards kind of worked themselves out in the way that benefitted 

me the most. It made it even more enjoyable to say the least.”  

 

Illingworth has a couple six-figure scores and a few high-profile final tables under his belt 

already. While the money at stake didn’t make the experience nerve racking, there was a little 

added anxiety that came with taking it down.  

 

“It wasn’t really pressure,” said Illingworth. “As opposed to the ‘Get the monkey off your back’ 

feeling. There’s been so many situations where it’s really gotten down to it and I’ve wanted to 

close it out and it just didn’t come to fruition for whatever reason. So to actually get on the board 

and get in the winner’s circle is really gratifying.”  

 

Along with the money and the ring, Illingworth earns 50 points towards the Casino Champion 

race. Illingworth takes a small lead in the race for the title because of his cash in the $365 no-

limit hold’em monster stack event. He holds a 2.5 point lead over the other two ring winners of 

the series. The winner of the Casino Championship will earn an automatic seat into the Global 

Casino Championship this August in Cherokee, North Carolina.  

 

This was the third of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Bicycle Hotel and 

Casino. The $580 no-limit hold’em attracted 121 entries. The total prize pool came to $60,500 

and the top 15 finishers were paid. 

 

The tournament began on Tuesday, March 7 at noon and reached a final table around 10:30 p.m. 

Day 1 wrapped up around midnight with seven players remaining. They all bagged up and came 

back at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 8 at 1 p.m. to play down to a winner. The final hand was 

dealt around 4:00 p.m, making the total duration of the finale about four and a half hours. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Bicycle Hotel and Casino: 

 

EVENT #1: Fredrick Arni defeated 1,472 players ($365 NLH Monster Stack) for $87,010 

EVENT #2: William Wolf defeated 127 players ($365 NLH) for $10,665 

EVENT #3: Danny Illingworth defeated 121 players ($580 NLH) for $16,495 

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Bike’s 12 combined gold ring 

tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 

Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn points that 

apply toward the season-long race to claim one of 60 expected at-large National Championship 

bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points 

system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/

