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Fredrick Arni Wins Bike Monster Stack    
 

Southern California native fulfills premonition to win first ring and $87,010.  

 

Bell Gardens, Ca. (March 7, 2016) —  Fredrick Arni has had many close calls in poker 

tournaments over the last decade, but on Tuesday afternoon, he pulled through for his first major 

victory.  

 

The 48-year-old Southern California grinder bested a field of 1,472 in the $365 no-limit hold’em 

monster stack event to earn $87,010 and his first career ring. According to Arni, it comes after 

years of close calls.  

 

“It feels good man,” said Arni. “It’s about time. It’s my first big one. I’ve been bad beat for the 

last 10 years. I could’ve won like four main events for like $10 million, but I just always came 

up on the short side. So, I finally came through. It ain’t the $10 million, but it’s a decent 

tournament for sure.”  

 

Despite the years of missing out on a nice score, Arni’s confidence never faded. Winning this 

tournament isn’t a shock to him in the slightest.  

 

“It’s my first ring, but to be honest with you, I had a premonition that I might win a few of these 

in the next month,” said Arni. “I knew I was going to win this one. It was crazy.”  

 

Arni came into the final table near the top of the chip counts and was able to run up a big stack as 

the table got short-handed. Greg Pohler was the chip leader for most of Day 2 and Day 3, but 

Arni caught a rush of cards at the right time to move into the chip lead with four players 

remaining. He never looked back.  

 

“He was killing it for like a day and a half,” said Arni of Pohler’s performance. “But then I just 

caught a heater and after that, I just didn’t slowed down. I just kept the pedal to the metal and 

just ran them over.”  

 

When it comes to his actual playing style, Arni considers himself more of a feel players. He 

listens to his gut more than the numbers.  

 



“I called a five-high all in and hit it on him,” said Arni about a previous hand he played. “I did 

that yesterday three times. My little voice told me ‘Call. It’s going to be ok.’ So when it tells me 

that I’m like ‘Ok, I’m all in.’ And then the rest of the time, I played premium cards.”  

 

With the influx of cash into Arni’s bankroll, he’ll likely be spotted in some bigger events in the 

near future.  

 

“I’m definitely going to play the main events,” said Arni. “The $1,000 buy-ins and stuff. The 

$500’s and stuff like that.”  

 

Along with the money and the ring, Arni earned 50 points and takes an early lead in the race for 

Casino Champion. The player who earns the most points at this stop will receive an automatic 

entry into the Global Casino Championship, taking place at Harrah’s Cherokee this August.   

 

This was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Bicycle Hotel and 

Casino. The $365 no-limit hold’em monster stack event attracted 1,472 players. The total prize 

pool came to $535,100 and the top 189 finishers were paid. 

 

The tournament began on Saturday, March 4 at noon with the first of four starting flights. There 

were four starting flights over Saturday and Sunday and the survivors came back on Monday at 1 

p.m. for Day 2. There was an option for players to buy directly into Day 2 for $2,200 and when 

registration closed at the start of Day 2, there were 1,472 entries. There were 23 players that 

survived Day 2 and they came back at 1 p.m. on Tuesday to play down to a winner. A final table 

was reached around 3:30 p.m. and the final hand was dealt at 9:00 p.m., making the total 

duration of the finale about five and a half hours. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Bicycle Hotel and Casino: 

 

EVENT #1: Fredrick Arni defeated 1,742 players ($365 NLH Monster Stack) for $87,010 

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Bike’s 12 combined gold ring 

tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 

Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn points that 

apply toward the season-long race to claim one of 60 expected at-large National Championship 

bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points 

system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/

