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Nate Bandy Wins His Fourth Gold Ring of the Season 

Nate Bandy wins his fourth gold ring and largest WSOP score ever in the Rio Circuit’s 

opening event. 

LAS VEGAS (February 21, 2017) -- The World Series of Poker Circuit went 12 seasons 

without seeing a player win four gold rings in a single season. Now, in less than a 10 day span, 

two players have won their fourth gold rings of the season. 

Retired professional football player Nate Bandy has just defeated a 1,498-player field in the 

opening event of the Rio Circuit to earn $75,364 and win his fourth Circuit gold ring of the 

2106/2017 season. It came just nine days after Trinidad and Tobago's Martin Ryan accomplished 

the same feat at the West Palm Beach Circuit stop. 

"It feels great," said Bandy about winning his fourth gold ring. "With this being a 1,500-player 

field, and it is the biggest payout of all of them. This is the best feeling one." 

Bandy's performance on the Circuit this season has been one of the best of all-time, and he has 

done it despite playing a limited tournament schedule. Bandy mostly sticks to playing 

cash games, and when he does play Circuit series' he often skips the weekend events to be able to 

attend his son's basketball games instead. Bandy's season resume includes seven cashes, and four 

gold rings for $135,310 in tournament earnings. 

Bandy's success of finishing tournaments is what sets him apart from the other competitors. 

Many players have more Circuit final tables than Bandy, but none other than Ryan, can boast 

four gold rings. Bandy can attribute the success of finishing tournaments to the fact that he gets 

stronger the longer he plays with the same opponents. He said that one strength of his game is 

people reading. The longer he plays with the same opponent, the more his edge increases. That 

leads him to being one of the strongest players at the table as the tournament winds down. 

Bandy entered the final table fourth in chips. His mentality entering the final day of play 

revolved 100% around winning the tournament. He stayed patient early on at the final table and 

built a tight image. He said that image really paid off later as he was able to steal a lot of pots. 
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"At the end when I raised, I had a table image built up. I just got away with stealing so much at 

the end when I didn't have anything. I built up a 'he ain't playing, unless he's got it,' image," said 

Bandy. 

Bandy stressed how important table image and patience is to his game plan. Part of 

his strategy also revolves around avoiding people until he has a strong read on them. 

Bandy didn't say he had any celebrations in store for this victory. It's straight back to business 

and the chase of ring number five for Bandy. His first shot at his fifth ring of the season will be 

in one of tomorrow's events. Then he is flying back home to Chattanooga, Tennessee on 

Thursday. 

How is Bandy going to win his fifth gold ring? 

"Just go with my reads, that's how I am going to get number five," said Bandy. 

-------- 

Event #1 was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Rio in Las 

Vegas. The $365 No-Limit Hold'em Re-Entry tournament attracted 1,498 players generating a 

$449,400 prize pool. The top 151 players were paid. 

The tournament featured six starting flights. Flights A and B were on Friday, Flights C and D 

were Saturday and the final two flights were on Sunday. There were 98 players that advanced to 

Monday's Day 2. Play stopped on Day 2 once the final table was reached. The final nine players 

returned for Day 3 Tuesday at 1 p.m. and the tournament concluded at 7:30 p.m. 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Rio twelve combined gold ring 

tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry in the WSOP Global 

Casino Championship set to take place at the end of the season. 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large Global Casino Championship bids 

awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 

available on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Rio series: 

 

EVENT #1: Nate Bandy defeated 1,498 players ($365 NLHE Re-Entry) for $75,364 

EVENT #2: James Alexander defeated 255 players ($365 NLHE) for $18,744 

EVENT #3: Mordechai Kirschenbaum defeated 180 players ($365 NLHE/PLO 6 max) for 

$15,124 

 

With three tournaments wrapped up, nine more ring events remain at the Rio series. 

 

All rings at the Rio series are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 2016-2017 

WSOP Circuit season. 

 

For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 
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For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 


