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Greg Sanchez Wins $365 No-Limit Hold’em  
 

Local pro makes three-handed comeback to win first ring and $10,245   

 

Bell Gardens, Ca. (December 6, 2016) — Greg Sanchez won his first career World Series of 

Poker Circuit ring on Tuesday afternoon. Sanchez came back from a huge chip disadvantage 

during three-handed play to take down a $365 no-limit hold’em at the Bicycle Hotel and Casino.  

 

Sanchez topped a field of a 122 players and bested Robert Campbell heads-up to take home the 

title and win $10,245.  

 

“It feels really good,” said Sanchez after the win. “I feel like I worked hard for it.”  

 

Sanchez wouldn’t divulge what exactly he has been working to improve in his game, but he has 

been putting in some serious effort to improve.  

 

“I can’t get into that,” said Sanchez. “But I’ve been putting in a lot of work into the game.”  

 

At the start of the day, Darren Healy had a massive chip lead with about 25% of the chips in play 

with eight players remaining. When they got down to three-handed play between Sanchez, 

Healy, and Campbell, Sanchez held the shortest stack of the three remaining players.  

 

He didn’t panic and found ways to slowly chip up without much showdown. Eventually, Healy 

was eliminated in third place and Sanchez was heads-up with Campbell at only a slight chip 

disparity.  

 

Three-handed play lasted for a couple hours as Sanchez continued to chip up, but heads-up play 

took less than an hour as Sanchez took the chip lead and then eliminated Campbell with his ace-

jack against Campbell’s ace-ten.  

 

Sanchez flopped a jack to leave Campbell drawing slim, but ended up hitting running for jacks to 

make quads and finish the tournament in style.  

 

“I just wanted to put my chips in a good spot,” said Sanchez of his comeback. “I didn’t want to 

just give it away. It was a good opportunity to win some money.”  

 



Sanchez is a 26-year-old professional poker player from Los Angeles, but unlike some other 

young, up-and-coming pros, he doesn’t feel a tournament win would validate his career choice or 

define him as a player.  

 

His love of the game is what drives him. Not his tournament results.  

 

“I was happy since the first day I started playing poker,” said Sanchez. “This is the best game. 

I’m just happy to be here.”  

 

Along with the money and the ring, Sanchez nets 50 points and moves into a tie for second in the 

race for Casino Champion with the other winners of events this series. Greg Armand, who 

finished fifth in this event has the lead with 52.5 points after a fourth and fifth place finish 

through the first four events of the series.  

 

This was the fourth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Bicycle Hotel 

and Casino. The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 122 players. The total prize pool came to 

$36,600 and the top 18 finishers were paid. 

 

The tournament began Monday, December 5 at noon. A final table was reached on around 11:00 

p.m. Play concluded for the day around midnight. Day 2 resumed Tuesday at 1 p.m. with eight 

players still vying for a title. Sanchez had emerged victorious at 5:30 p.m., making the total 

duration of the finale about five and a half hours. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Bicycle Hotel and Casino: 

 

EVENT #1: Alex Massman defeated 242 players ($365 NLH) for $17,795 

EVENT #2: Jerry Rojas defeated 171 players ($365 NLH Bounty) for $9,230 

EVENT #3: TJ Thondup defeated 1,245 players ($365 NLH Monster Stack) for $77,300 

EVENT #4: Greg Sanchez defeated 122 players ($365 NLH) for $10,245 

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Bike’s 12 combined gold ring 

tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 

Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn points that 

apply toward the season-long race to claim one of 60 expected at-large National Championship 

bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points 

system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/

