
 

2016/2017 World Series of Poker Circuit 

Season 13 

The Bicycle Hotel and Casino  

Bell Gardnes, Ca. 

Event #2 

No-Limit Hold’em Bounty 

Buy-In: $300 (+$65) 

Total Entries: 171 

Prize Pool: $34,200 

December 2-3, 2016  

 

Jerry Rojas Wins First Ring In Second WSOP Event  
 

33-year-old dairy production manager wins bounty title and $9,230 in only his second-ever 

WSOP Circuit event.   

 

Bell Gardens, Ca. (December 3, 2016) — Four years ago, Jerry Rojas took a shot at a World 

Series of Poker Circuit event at Harrah’s Rincon in the San Diego area. Rojas only outlasted 

about half of the field and busted out well before the money.  

 

On Saturday night, however, in his first Circuit event since his first try in San Diego, Rojas not 

only cashed, but won his first ring. Rojas topped a field of 171 players to win $9,320 in the $365 

bounty no-limit hold’em. He also picked up nine bounties, which added $900 to his total cash 

and gave him a five-figure payday.  

 

“I just wasn’t ready I don’t think,” said Rojas of his last experience on the Circuit. “I thought I 

was better than I was I guess. I’ve played a lot of poker and lost a lot of poker since then. I 

thought I might be ready four years later and I guess I was.”  

 

With a full-time job as a production manager for a dairy company, a wife, and two kids to 

support, Rojas doesn’t get a ton of time to spend at the table. When he does get a free moment or 

two, he jumps at the opportunity to play.  

 

“I do it as often as I can,” said the Arizona native. “I do it as often as possible. I love it. It’s my 

passion. This is a huge thing in my life. It’s a huge win for me. My parents are proud, I’m happy, 

my wife is happy, and my kids are happy. Well, they will be happy when I take them to Disney 

Land tomorrow.”  

 

Rojas got into the dairy industry over a decade ago when he was 19 years old and has never left. 

He’s kept poker as a passion on the side, but his job is where he spends most of his energy. 

About two years ago, he left the Arizona desert for Southern California, which is what led him to 

take another Circuit shot at the Bike.  

 

This is Rojas’ biggest cash of his poker career. Before his win at the Bike, Rojas’ biggest cash 

was an eight-way chop at a tournament in Arizona for $2,600. With his newfound poker success, 

this doesn’t change Rojas’ poker plans at all.  

 



“I’ll still play about the same,” said Rojas. “I’ll play maybe once or twice a month. I have a full-

time job and wife and kids that need me to be there for them. I’ll continue to do that. People keep 

asking me if I’m going to play another event in the next week or two. I can’t. Maybe next year.”  

 

When Day 1 wrapped up on Thursday night, Rojas bagged up a massive chip lead and came into 

the second day with the inside track to do some damage. Rojas dominated the final table. He 

never was short on chips and held the chip lead for most of the final table.  

 

“Today started off amazing,” said Rojas. “Within the first half hour, I had two knockouts and 

chipped up to over 800,000. It was good timing. I thought I was set. I thought I was going to win 

it in the next hour or so.”  

 

Rojas didn’t win it in the next hour, but he was able to fend off a comeback from Chris 

Hammann. Hammann was one of the shorter stacks with four players remaining and got heads-

up against Rojas with just a slight chip disadvantage. Eventually, Rojas’ ace-king topped 

Hammann’s ace-nine and Rojas took home the hardware.  

 

“I got lucky a few times today,” said Rojas. “But I got lucky at the right times and the poker gods 

were with me I guess.”  

 

This was the second of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Bicycle Hotel 

and Casino. The $365 bounty no-limit hold’em event attracted 171 players. The total prize pool 

came to $34,200 and $17,100 in bounties up for grabs. The top 18 finishers were paid. 

 

The tournament began Friday, December 2 at noon. A final table was reached on Friday around 

11:00 p.m. Play concluded for the day around midnight. Day 2 resumed Saturday at 1 p.m. with 

eight players still vying for a title. Rojas had emerged victorious at 6:00 p.m., making the total 

duration of the finale about six hours. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Bicycle Hotel and Casino: 

 

EVENT #1: Alex Massman defeated 242 players ($365 NLH) for $17,795 

EVENT #2: Jerry Rojas defeated 171 players ($365 NLH Bounty)  

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Bike’s 12 combined gold ring 

tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 

Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn points that 

apply toward the season-long race to claim one of 60 expected at-large National Championship 

bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points 

system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/

