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Alex Massman Wins First Career Ring In Series Opener 
 

California pro wins first ring and $17,795 in $365 No-Limit Hold’em  

 

Bell Gardens, Ca. (December 2, 2016) — Alex Massman earned his first career live 

tournament win on Friday evening and won a World Series of Poker Circuit ring in the process.  

 

Massman bested a field of 242 entries to win $17,795 in a $365 no-limit hold’em event at the 

Bicycle Hotel and Casino. The Southern California native came into the final day as the chip 

leader and dominated the final table.  

 

He bested Teryn Barber heads-up, denying Barber a win in her first-ever WSOP branded 

tournament. Massman is mostly an online player and is ecstatic to put together a live win.  

 

“It’s awesome,” said Massman after his win. “I’ve played so many of these tournaments and I’ve 

never won. I play a lot of these tournaments, but I play so much online. When I go to play live, 

it’s just like ‘Please God, let me win one of these things.’”  

 

Along with it being his first win, this was also Massman’s largest career cash. When asked if he 

felt any nerves playing for his biggest score, he didn’t hesitate with his answer.  

 

“No, because I’ve played buy-ins that are like a third of this cash,” said the 26-year-old 

professional poker player. “I’ve played for a lot of higher things, but I haven’t had any crazy 

good results [in live poker]. For only $365, the return on this is pretty sweet.”  

 

Massman spends most of his time grinding on virtual felt, but he’s got plenty of experience in 

high-stakes tournament. With the volatile nature of tournament poker, Massman lacked the 

volume in live tournaments required to rack up an excessive amount of career earnings.  

 

With a win in the first event, Massman took an early lead in the race for the Casino Champion 

title. Massman’s girlfriend just moved in with him and he admittedly wants to win the title to 

impress her.  

 

Between the new living arrangement and the holidays right around the corner, Massman admits 

he’ll probably end up spoiling his girlfriend at the holidays a bit.  

 



“She probably thinks I’m going to take her out and get her some good stuff,” said Massman. 

 

He quickly agreed with her that she’s right and he was probably going to get her a nicer gift than 

he had planned.  

 

“Probably, most likely,” said Massman. “I might even get [a gift] for myself.”  

 

Massman’s performance on the table was dominant. After coming into the second and final day 

as the chip leader, Massman never found himself short on chips. He lost the chip lead briefly 

when there were 10 left, but he eliminated Gary Garibyan in ninth place and took the chip lead 

back again.  

 

He never relinquished it from that point forward. He continued to chip up throughout the final 

table and got down to heads-up play against Barber with better than a three-to-one chip lead. 

 

“It’s important to be patient because there is so much pressure on you when you have all the 

chips,” said Massman. “You really want to make sure that you close properly. Patience and 

persistence and all that good stuff.”  

 

Massman finished off Barber early in the heads-up match when he won a flip with pocket sixes 

against ace-queen.  

 

This was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Bicycle Hotel and 

Casino. The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 242 players. The total prize pool came to 

$76,200. The top 27 finishers were paid. 

 

The tournament began Thursday, December 1 at 5 noon. Day 1 wrapped following Level 18 with 

18 players remaining. Day 2 resumed Friday at 1 p.m. Play narrowed to the final table by 2:45 

p.m. and action concluded at 6:00 p.m. making the total duration of the finale just over three 

hours. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Bicycle Hotel and Casino: 

 

EVENT #1: Alex Massman defeated 242 players ($365 NLH) for $17,795 

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Bike’s 12 combined gold ring 

tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 

Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn points that 

apply toward the season-long race to claim one of 60 expected at-large National Championship 

bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points 

system is available on WSOP.com. 

 

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 

check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Steve Schult (WSOP Media Coordinator) at Steve.Schult1@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp
https://twitter.com/wsop
http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/

