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Tom Masinter Scores a Second Tahoe Gold Ring 

Two poker friends from Dublin, Cali. finish one-two in the Tahoe series opener. 

Stateline, Nev. (October 30, 2015) -- Tom Masinter bests his good friend Craig Nicholls heads-

up to earn his second career WSOP Circuit gold ring in the opening event at the 2015 Harveys 

Lake Tahoe WSOP Circuit series. He defeated a field of 145 players to earn the top prize of 

$12,181. 

Masinter and Nicholls are both from Dublin, Cali. They have been friends for 10 years now and 

have enjoyed some of the same home games together. The pair of poker players drove to the 

series together with the hopes of winning big. The two outlasted the entire field to find 

themselves heads-up for the gold ring. Masinter would end up edging out Nicholls in a fierce 

heads-up battle after Masinter was on the right side of an odd hand that had quads on board. 

Masinter and Nicholls cashed for a combined $19,709.  

"We entered the final table today as the two shortest stacks and finished as the two on top," said 

Masinter. 

This is Masinter's second career WSOP Circuit gold ring. He won his first gold ring back in 2010 

here at Harveys Lake Tahoe. 

"The first [ring] was so special because it's your first ring, it's exciting. But oddly enough, this 

one was more special because I got to share it with a buddy I drove up with." said Masinter. 

Masinter had nine WSOP Circuit cashes for more than $60,000 prior to this victory, but his last 

recorded cash was way back in January of 2013. Masinter has been away from the game for 

about two years now. He has traded in the cards and poker chips for a whistle and a whiteboard. 

Masinter now spends much of his time coaching soccer for his two daughters. 

According to Masinter, he thought that the break from poker helped his game, especially his 

patience. He felt fresh and keyed patience as a strong factor to him winning the tournament. 

Masinter plans to play a couple more events while he is here. He plans to play in the ongoing 

Event #2 - $365 No-Limit Hold'em Re-Entry event, as well as next weekend's $1,675 Main 

Event. 



-----  

Event #1 was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harveys Lake 

Tahoe. The $365 No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 145 players generating a $43,500 prize 

pool. The top 15 players were paid.  

Day 1 began Thursday at noon and lasted 20 levels. Day 2 began Friday at 1 p.m. with six 

players remaining. The tournament concluded at about 4:15 p.m. midway through Level 24.  

  

Notes on the event: 

 Steve Foutty (8th place) won the Casino Championship at this property last year. This 
was his third final table in the past two years at Harveys. 

 Masinter defeated 318 players for just over $21,000 when he won his first gold ring at 

this property back in 2010. 

 The final table featured four gold ring winners (Masinter, Bill Watchman (4th) Craig 
Gold (7th) Foutty (8th), three of which have won a gold ring at Harveys Lake Tahoe.  

 

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Harveys Lake Tahoe twelve 

combined gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry 

into the WSOP Global Casino Championship set to take place at the end of the year. 

 

All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 

race and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large Global Casino Championship bids 

awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 

available on WSOP.com. 

 

Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harveys Lake Tahoe: 

 

EVENT #1: Tom Masinter defeated 145 players ($365 NLHE) for $12,181. 

 

With the first tournament wrapped up, 11 more ring events remain at the Harveys Lake Tahoe 

series. 

 

All rings at Harveys Lake Tahoe are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 2015-

2016 WSOP Circuit season. 

 

For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 

@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 

 

For additional information please contact:  

 

Isaac Hanson (WSOP Media Coordinator) at ijhanson13@gmail.com. 

http://www.wsop.com/2015/circuit/leaderboard.asp
http://www.jostens.com/
https://twitter.com/WSOP
http://www.wsop.com/

