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Kennii Nguyen Earns Elusive Gold Ring

Chicago pro victorious in PLO; Pockets $15,902 and joins the ranks of gold ring winners in
the process.

Hammond, Ind. (October 19, 2015) — Kennii Nguyen was the last man standing Monday
evening at the Horseshoe Casino in Hammond, Ind. Nguyen bested 106 players in Event #3 of
the property’s WSOP Circuit series, a $580 pot-limit Omaha tournament, earning $15,902 along
with his first Circuit gold ring and 50 points toward the Casino Championship.

Nguyen, a professional poker player who splits his time between Chicago and Las Vegas,
laughed following the victory admitting PLO is not his game of choice. By his own estimation,
he’d only played three tournaments before breaking through for a win in the Chicago area.

“It’s funny,” Nguyen said. “The prize is not that big, but I love it for the ring. All my friends —
all my friends — have rings. It’s my first ring and it comes in PLO. I play no-limit hold’em all
day long.”

Having played poker fulltime since 2011 and traveling with a close circle of accomplished pros,
it’s fair to describe Nguyen’s previous lack of a gold ring as a monkey on his back. With 22
WSOP-related cashes totaling nearly $470,000 in earnings prior to Event #3, the pro had no
shortage of deep runs, but the hardware had yet to come. Most notably, he finished runner up in a
2012 $1,500 bracelet event earning $347,036. Again, the score was there, but no gold.

“Sooner or later it’s going to come,” Nguyen said of his mindset. “Skill is going to win over
luck.”

Nguyen used a lot of skill en route to the winner’s circle Monday. Joining him during the late
stages of Event #3 were ring winners Jason Mayfield (12th), Mark Fink (eighth) and Paul
Mattioda (sixth) as well as Chicago Poker Classic champions Michael Younan (third) and David
To (second). Having bagged the Day 1 chip lead and maneuvered his stack to a commanding
advantage during four-handed play, the title was never really in jeopardy for Nguyen.

“I was having fun and the cards were running my way,” Nguyen said. “I kept having good hands
and people gave me chips.”



Nguyen is 39 years old. The Event #3 win marks his 23rd WSOP-related cash and moves him
over $480,000 in career earnings on the tour.

Event #3 was the third of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the Horseshoe.
The $580 pot-limit Omaha event attracted 106 players. The total prize pool came to $53,000 and
the top 12 finishers were paid.

The tournament began Sunday, October 18 at 5 p.m. CT and Day 1 wrapped at the 10-handed
final table. Day 2 resumed the following day at 3 p.m. and action concluded at about 6:30 p.m.

Final results:

Ist: Kennii Nguyen - $15,902 + Circuit gold ring and $1,675 Main Event seat
2nd: David To - $9,827

3rd: Michael Younan - $6,997
4th: Vlaznim Islami - $5,083
5th: Paul Dobrisan - $3,765

6th: Paul Mattioda - $2,842

7th: John Seyferth - $2,186

8th: Mark Fink - $1,712

9th: Blake Whittington - $1,365
10th: Min Park - $1,107

1 1th: Jason Mayfield - $1,107
12th: Alexander Ziskin - $1,107

Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Horseshoe:

EVENT #1: Amanda Heidbrick defeated 2,211 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $101,190
EVENT #2: Kevin Falls defeated 203 players ($580 NLH) for $26,390
EVENT #3: Kennii Nguyen defeated 106 players ($580 PLO) for $15,902

The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Horseshoe’s 12 combined gold
ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP
Global Casino Championship. Additionally, all players who cash in ring events earn points that
apply toward the season-long race to claim one of 50 expected at-large WSOP Global Casino
Championship bids awarded to the top point earners. More information on the season-ending
event is available on WSOP.com.

All rings at the Horseshoe are furnished by Jostens, the official ring supplier of the 2015/2016
WSOP Circuit season.

For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @ WSOP or
check out WSOP.com.

For additional information please contact:

Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com.



