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Two Rings for Dave Moersdorf 
 
Tennessee retiree parlays a $65 satellite seat into a gold ring and $19,875.  
 
Tunica, Miss. (January 28, 2015) — Dave Moersdorf turned a victory in a $65 satellite into his 
second gold ring win and a $19,875 score in Event 7 of the World Series of Poker Circuit at 
Horseshoe Casino in Tunica, Miss. With two rings and more than $75,000 in earnings, 
Moersdorf, a retiree, now has a WSOP resume that’s the envy of many Circuit regulars. 
 
“It’s kind of unbelievable when [you win],” Moersdorf said regarding his championship 
performances. “The first [ring], you go there and you think you know how to play. Then you end 
up winning it and you’re really kind of shocked. [The first time I won, I was] like, pinch me, you 
know?” 
 
Like his first, victory number two was unexpected for Moersdorf. 
 
“I said to my best friend, am I just this damn lucky? Or do I really know how to play?” he 
laughed. 
 
The 68-year-old Tennessee resident was fortunate enough to earn his way into the Horseshoe’s 
$365 no-limit hold’em event by way of a $65 satellite. Keeping that in mind, the $19,875 first 
prize represents more than 305 times his original investment. Moersdorf says the WSOP 
coverage on ESPN paired with the price point of the Circuit motivated him to attend the 
Mississippi series. 
 
“Most of the time, for most people, poker was going over to Joe’s house on a Friday with a six 
pack of beer and having a good old time,” Moersdorf said. “With [Chris] Moneymaker coming 
on, it peaked everyone’s [interest]. The TV exposure has made the game very appealing to folks 
like me and a lot of these fellas down here. Now they can actually come [play a $65 satellite] and 
have chance to win. Having to put up $10,000 is out of reach for most folks.” 
 
Wednesday night, the tournament didn’t’ feature any five-figure buy in, but Moersdorf caught a 
hot streak worthy of the bright lights and big stage of Las Vegas. He came to the final table 
toward the middle of the pack and watched as opponent after opponent hit the rail. Brian Benda 
proved to be the toughest test, eliminating Gene Foster third and taking the chip lead into heads-
up play against Moersdorf. Unfortunately for Benda, the lead would be short lived. 
 



“At the end, poor Brian,” an almost apologetic Moersdorf said. “I was flopping pairs every time 
or I’d have ace-king, ace-queen. He was getting five-two, seven-four and all that. It just wasn’t 
his day. I won like 12 hands in a row and he didn’t win a hand. That’s ridiculous. When you’ve 
played as much as he probably has and I have, you know that isn’t supposed to happen.” 
 
The above quote says it all. Benda busted second, one spot shy of the Circuit gold ring he cited 
as his ambition to play the game. He earned a $12,281 consolation prize. 
 
Moersdorf is 68 years old and resides in Gatlinburg, Tenn. He is a veteran of the Vietnam War 
and, in his younger days, boasted a 200 average in bowling. His Event 7 victory marks his 
second gold ring, third final table and fifth cash. He is married with three children and 10 
grandchildren. 
 
Event 7 was the seventh of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Horseshoe 
Tunica. The $365 no-limit hold’em event attracted 276 players. The total prize pool came to 
$82,800 and the top 30 finishers were paid. 
 
The tournament began Tuesday, January 27 at 12 p.m. and Day 1 wrapped following Level 21. 
Day 2 began Wednesday at 2 p.m. with nine players remaining and action concluded at 7 p.m. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from the Horseshoe: 
 
EVENT #1: Scott Stewart defeated 338 players ($365 NLH) for $23,326 
EVENT #2: Chico Pho defeated 130 players ($365 PLO) for $10,919 
EVENT #3: Daniel Gilmer defeated 393 players ($365 NLH) for $25,942 
EVENT #4: Derek Schroeder defeated 1,370 entries ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $70,898 
EVENT #5: Jeffrey Nordstrom defeated 266 players ($365 NLH) for $19,547 
EVENT #6: Gregory Lamson defeated 281 players ($365 NLH Six-Handed) for $21,916 
EVENT #7: Dave Moersdorf defeated 276 players ($365 NLH) for $19875 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during the Horseshoe’s 12 combined gold 
ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the WSOP 
National Championship set to take place this spring at a yet-to-be-determined location. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Championship 
race and the season-long race to claim one of 56 expected at-large National Championship bids 
awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
For more information about the WSOP Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @WSOP or 
check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


