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ALLEN KESSLER WINS FOXWOODS MAIN EVENT 
 
Kessler Wins His Third Circuit Ring and Over $170,000. 
 
Mashantucket, Conn. (August 25, 2014) – After 3 days of intense competition the Main Event 
of the World Series of Poker Circuit at Foxwoods is complete, and the winner is Allen 
“Chainsaw” Kessler. Kessler adds to a prolific poker resume that already included two WSOP 
Circuit rings and over $1.3 million in WSOP-related earnings. Now, he adds another $170,031 
to his earnings total and he boasts a third ring. 
 
Almost from the start, the tournament room was filled with excitement, and much of the buzz 
came from the appearance of November Niner William Pappaconstantinou, better known as 
Billy Pappas. Pappas is a professional foosball player, and is preparing for the final table of the 
WSOP Main Event in a few months. He entered Flight B of the Main Event here at Foxwoods, 
wearing his trademark green Yoshi hat while playing. He made it to Day 2, but bowed out just 
before the first break of the day. 
 
The November Nine is an exclusive club, with only 63 members since its inception in 2008. 
Even so, Pappas had company here at Foxwoods. Michael Esposito, who made the November 
Nine in 2012, also played this event. Like Pappas, he made it to Day 2, but busted out before 
the money. 
 
The tournament here brought attention to the WSOP’s official charity partner as well, as a few of 
the players have made deep runs in the One Drop events. Ted Driscoll finished runner up in the 
Little One for One Drop last month, and Lawrence Greenberg finished in 10th place in the 
$111,111 buy-in One Drop High Roller Event in 2013. Both made the money here at Foxwoods. 
Driscoll finished in 31st place, and Greenberg in 16th. 
 
The tournament attracted 526 entries, generating a prize pool of $790,841. The top 54 places 
were paid. Day 2 started with 171 remaining players. Play on Day 2 ended soon after 
Greenberg’s elimination, and 15 players returned on Monday for Day 3. 
 
Kessler did very little to set himself apart from the pack during those first two days. He was 
never near the top of the leaderboard, and he credits patience with bringing him to Day 3 and 
the final table. “I was hovering around 200,000 forever and just waited and waited and waited,” 
Kessler said. His strategy paid off, and he managed to accumulate enough chips before the end 
of Day 2 to give him some breathing room on the final day. 
 
Day 3 play started at a breakneck pace, and four players busted out within the first hour. In fact, 



the pace of play remained fast until there were only four players remaining: Kessler, Mark Dube 
(2nd place), Greg White (3rd), and Hilary Dombrowski (4th). At that point, the players traded 
chips, and the stacks evened out. They played four-handed for about three hours before 
Dombrowski was eliminated. 
 
Heads-up play was also a marathon. It last well over two hours, and neither player was willing to 
give an inch. “It was very tough,” Kessler said after winning the ring. “I started out with a huge 
chip deficit. Then I won a big race to get even.” Kessler was very complimentary of Mark Dube, 
and said after the tournament that he was willing to take more chances than he normally would 
because he knew Dube was a highly skilled player, and it would be difficult to outplay him. “I 
tried to trap a few times. And neither time he went for it.” 
 
Along with the Circuit ring and first-place prize money, Kessler wins a free seat in the 2015 
WSOP National Championship. 
 
The tournament was played over three consecutive days, starting on Saturday. Only 171 
survivors took seats on the second day of action, played on Sunday, and 15 players returned for 
Day 3 on Monday. It took just over an hour to reach the nine-handed final table. The final 
playing session began at noon local time. Play finished just before midnight, making the total 
duration of the final day about 12 hours.  
 

Notes on the Event 
 
-Bob Lauria, who finished in 13th place, cashed in two preliminary events here at Foxwoods, 
including a 2nd-place in Event #6: $265 No-Limit Hold’em. 
 
-Four of the players who made Day 3 are previous WSOP Circuit ring winners: Allen Kessler, 
Alex Rocha, Bob Lauria, and Gary Wong. Only Kessler has earned multiple rings. 
 
--------------- 
 
By the time the Main Event ended, all other ring events at Foxwoods had concluded, and 
Randal Sklar earned the title of Casino Champion. Sklar made three final tables, including a 
victory in the $580, No-Limit Hold’em event (Event #9). As Casino Champion, Sklar receives an 
automatic entry into the 2015 WSOP National Championship. Allen Kessler, as the winner of the 
Foxwoods Main Event, also receives an automatic entry to the National Championship. All 
players who cash in ring events will receive points that apply to both the Casino Champion race 
and the season-long race to claim one of the 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded 
to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is 
available on WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Foxwoods so far: 
 
EVENT #1: James Watt defeated 588 players ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $35,235.  
EVENT #2: Bassioni Hammouda defeated 143 players ($1,125 No-Limit Hold’em) for $40,199. 
EVENT #3: Bill Delsanto defeated 140 players ($365 Omaha Hi-Lo Eight-or-Better) for $11,788. 
EVENT #4: Joseph Delgobbo defeated 451 players ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $29,158. 
EVENT #5: William Kopp defeated 352 entries ($580 No-Limit Hold’em Re-entry) for $40,836. 
EVENT #6: Matt Smith defeated 255 players ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $18,787. 
EVENT #7: Jesse Mercado defeated 148 players ($580 Six-Handed No-Limit Hold’em) for 
$18,787. 

http://www.wsop.com/2014/circuit/leaderboard.asp


EVENT #8: Michael Thibeau defeated 281 players ($365 No-Limit Hold’em) for $20,280. 
EVENT #9: Randal Sklar defeated 176 players ($580 No-Limit Hold’em) for $23,969. 
EVENT #10: Allen Kessler defeated 526 entries ($1,675 No-Limit Hold’em Main Event) for 
$170,031. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. For additional information please contact:  
 
For additional information please contact: 
 
Robert Kirschen (WSOP Media Coordinator) @ rob.kirschen@gmail.com. 
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