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Matt Bond Wins First Ring Awarded at Lumière Place Casino 
 

St. Louis, MO (March 21, 2014) -- The first-ever WSOP Circuit ring awarded at Lumière Place Casino 
goes to Matt Bond of Irving, Texas for winning the opening event, $580 No Limit Hold'em.  (Matt's first 
name is Justin, but he goes by middle name Matt.)  He came to the final table second in chips and battled 
heads-up for nearly two hours before getting the last of Peter Nigh's chips with A9 dominating Nigh's 
A3.  Bond collected $17,779 for the win.  Nigh, who was the chip leader at the start of the final table, 
picked up $10,989 for second place. 

Bond took the chip lead in a three-way all-in where his pocket Jacks took out two players holding smaller 
pairs.  That left three players in contention that happened to be the top three in chips starting Day 2.  Bond 
made a tough call on the turn against Mark Koeln holding top two pair with a possible flush on board, but 
Koeln had shoved with just one pair and no flush or flush draw.  He finished 3rd for $7,932. 
 
Matt Bond and his friend were in Cincinnati playing tournaments and decided yesterday at 7am to jump in 
the car and drive here for the start of Event 1.  They arrived at 11:55am, just in time to register for the 
noon start.  Day 1 didn't go well for him and just before the second break, he ran AK into pocket Aces and 
was left with only 3,800 chips with blinds going to 400/800 (fewer than 5 big blinds). 
 
Bond went on to win a flip with pocket 4s against Q9, win with A7 against pocket 9s, then got it in bad 
with pocket 9s against pocket Jacks.  He would have busted out if he hadn't caught a 9 on the river.  "Then 
I had a stack,” he said.  By the time Day 1 wrapped, he was up to 353,000 and second in chips. 

Day 1 play ended early at the end of level 17 when they reached the final nine players.  Peter Nigh had 
taken the chip lead on the final hand when he eliminated 10th place finisher Chad Wiedenhoeft.  Day 2 
began at 2pm Friday and took almost six hours. 

Bond's plan for Day 2 was to sit back and let the other two big stacks (Peter Nigh and Mark Koeln) do the 
work taking out the short ones, but he had an "early run of cards…and switched gears…started pushing 
the action".  
 
Heads-up play began with Bond holding almost twice as many chips as Peter Nigh and he began the 
process of grinding Nigh down.  It took almost two hours to do it, but in the end, Bond picked up his first 
WSOP Circuit gold ring. 



This event drew 127 entrants for a total prize pool of $63,500.  The final 15 players got paid.  Two-time 
WSOP Circuit ring winner Tim Vance was in the starting field along with Palm Beach Kennel Club 
Casino Champion Jeff Gunnip and single-ring owner DJ MacKinnon.  They all failed to make the money.  
None of the players at the final table owned any WSOP or Circuit bling. 

Full results are available on WSOP.com. 

Final Table Results 
PLACE PLAYER CITY / STATE / COUNTRY CASH EARNED 
1 Matt Bond Irving, TX, US $17,779 
2 Peter Nigh SAINT LOUIS, MO, US $10,989 
3 Mark Koeln SAINT LOUIS, MO, US $7,932 
4 Casey Hindman Pawhuska, OK, US $5,829 
5 Jonathan Gray ABINGTON, MA, US $4,357 
6 Gary Bland EDWARDSVILLE, IL, US $3,313 
7 Scott Vetter Washington, IL, US $2,561 
8 Randy Smock FENTON, MO, US $2,012 
9 Chris Weable Washington, MO, US $1,606 

 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during Lumière Place Casino's twelve gold ring 
tournaments will earn the title Casino Champion and receive automatic entry into the WSOP National 
Championship to take place in Atlantic City in Spring of 2014. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race and the 
season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the top point earners 
throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Lumière Place Casino: 
 
EVENT #1: Matt Bond defeated 127 players ($580 NLH) earning $17,779 
 
This is the first of twelve gold ring events at Lumière Place Casino. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter @WSOP 
or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
Kaelaine Minton 
WSOP Media Coordinator 
kaelaine@hotmail.com 


