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Raymond Papperman Wins Series Opener in AC 
 
Event 1 of the 12-tournament series sees a first-time winner earn gold and $25,282. 
 
Atlantic City, NJ (November 30, 2013) — Raymond Papperman won the series-opening event 
at Harrah’s Resort in Atlantic City Saturday night. The 59-year-old Pennington, NJ resident 
broke through in a $365 No-Limit Hold’em tournament to earn $25,282, a Circuit gold ring and 
50 points toward the Casino Championship. 
 
Papperman, a practicing lawyer, described himself as “no pro” and says he’s just a weekend 
player. 
 
“I think I played well, but a little bit of luck here and there was helpful,” he admitted. “It’s the 
most fun I’ve had playing poker in a while.” 
 
Papperman bested an in-the-money field that included East Coast grinder Jamie Kerstetter 
(43rd). Additionally, he outlasted the fan favorite Asher Conniff at the final table. Conniff, a 
Brooklyn resident, came to the finale with the chip lead, but hit some speed bumps and exited 
fifth. 
 
In the end it was Papperman who came out on top and donned gold. 
 
“It’s about the ring, baby,” Papperman said. “I’m happy to get one. I’ve played in a couple of 
Circuit events and have never gotten a ring. [It’s] pretty special, but $25,000 is nothing to sneeze 
at either.” 
 
Harrah’s Resort was one of the first properties to host a Circuit event almost 10 years ago, but 
players at the 2013/2014 series have encountered a decidedly different experience than in the 
past. The event has come full circle, now being the first to run a series in partnership with 
WSOP.com, the WSOP’s online real-money gaming client. 
 
Less than two weeks ago, online gaming was approved in New Jersey and Caesars Interactive 
Entertainment launched WSOP.com on the East Coast. The player feedback has been 
tremendous and WSOP.com is making its presence known at the Harrah’s Resort Circuit. 
 
Sign up kiosks line the hallway leading to the tournament area on the second floor of the casino 



and new registrants are rewarded with a $10 account deposit and entry into a $250,000 freeroll 
set to take place in January. Additionally, each player who opens a WSOP.com account at 
Harrah’s Resort is put into a drawing for the following day’s ring event – including the $1,675 
Main Event. 
 
Papperman went about things the more traditional way, ponying up the $365 entry fee in Event 
1, but it worked out for the self-declared family man. 
 
Papperman was born in New Orleans and attended law school there. He moved to New Jersey 
about 20 years ago and has lived in the Garden State ever since. His Event 1 win marks his first 
WSOP-related cash. 
  
Event 1 was the first of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at Harrah’s Resort. 
The $365 No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 383 players generating a $114,900 prize pool. 
The top 45 players were paid. 
 
Day 1 began Friday at 12 p.m. and lasted 21 levels. Day 2 began Saturday at 3 p.m. with 15 
players remaining. The nine-handed final table started at about 4:45 p.m. and concluded just after 
8:45 p.m. 
 
Notes on the Event 
 

• WSOP.com launched its real-money gaming client in New Jersey on November 21. 
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during Harrah’s Resort’s twelve combined 
gold ring tournaments earns the title Casino Champion and receives automatic entry into the 
WSOP National Championship to take place at Caesars Atlantic City this spring. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race 
and the season-long race to claim one of 50 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the 
top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on 
WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from Harrah’s Resort: 
 
EVENT #1: Raymond Papperman defeated 383 players ($365 NLH) for $25,282 
 
With the first tournament wrapped, 11 more ring events remain at Harrah’s Resort. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com. 


