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Tam Nguyen Outlasts Record-Setting Field 
 
571 players comprise IP Casino Resort and Spa’s largest-ever event. 
 
Nguyen uses just one entry en route to pocketing $35,978. 
 
Biloxi, MS (September 9, 2013) — It took three days and more than 20 hours of poker, but Tam 
Nguyen bested a record-setting field of 571 in Event 3 at IP Casino Resort and Spa to earn his 
first WSOP Circuit gold ring and $35,978. 
 
Nguyen, who was born in Vietnam and now resides in Birmingham, AL, held the chip lead as the 
only player over 1 million chips during much of the late stages of play. He cruised along for 
some time before hitting his biggest roadblock, Austin Buchanan. 
 
Buchanan, a fellow 25-year-old, was making his seventh WSOP Circuit final table and wasn’t 
about to go down without a fight. He was fortunate in a big hand holding pocket queens against 
his opponent’s pocket aces and raked in a pot worth about 40 percent of the chips in play six 
handed, snatching the chip lead from Nguyen. 
 
A few levels later Buchanan played another sizable pot, this time holding a gut-shot straight-
flush draw that wouldn’t come through. He lost the chips as fast as he earned them and was 
eliminated 4th a short time later leaving Nguyen with an almost insurmountable three-handed 
chip lead. 
 
“I tried to make the best decision possible on every street,” Nguyen said. “I think I made a lot of 
big lay downs when I was behind that helped propel me to the [chip] lead I had.” 
 
Joining Nguyen and Buchanan at the final table were WSOP Circuit standouts Ryan Tepen (9th), 
Matthew Keaton (7th) and Michael Horchoff (2nd). Each player boasts multiple final tables on 
their poker resumes, but none have broken through for a victory on the WSOP Circuit. 
 
Event 3 surpassed the previous IP Biloxi attendance record set by a $345 No-Limit Hold’em 
tournament in 2011. That field of 477 was almost 20 percent smaller than that in Event 3. 
 



The re-entry format allowed players the opportunity to re-enter in subsequent flights following a 
bust out. While many of Nguyen’s tablemates used two or more buy-ins to earn their five-figure 
scores, Nguyen used just one. 
 
Nguyen’s victory skyrockets him toward the top of the Casino Championship leaderboard, but 
the Event 2 winner, Robert Irby, recorded a 43rd place finish, awarding him 2.5 points and 
giving him a slight lead in the season-ending race to Atlantic City.  
 
Event 3 was the third of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at the IP Casino 
Resort and Spa. The $365 No-Limit Hold’em Re-Entry event attracted 571 entries. The total 
prize pool came to $171,300 and the top 63 players were paid. 
 
The field was broken up into three starting flights. Flight A took place Friday at 12 p.m. while 
Flights B and C took place Saturday at 12 p.m. and 5 p.m. respectively. Day 2 began Sunday at 
12 p.m. with 93 players remaining. The nine-handed final table started at 10 p.m. Play finished at 
about 1:30 a.m. making the total duration of the final table three and a half hours. 
 
Notes on the Event 
 

• The previous attendance record of 477 was set in Event 2, a $345 No-Limit Hold’em 
tournament, in 2011. 

• Judy Barnosky (5th) became the second female to make a final table appearance at the IP 
Biloxi series.  

 
The player who accumulates the most overall points during IP Biloxi’s twelve combined gold 
ring tournaments will earn the title Casino Champion and receive automatic entry into the WSOP 
National Championship to take place at Caesars Atlantic City this spring. 
 
All players who cash in ring events receive points that apply toward the Casino Champion’s race 
and the season-long race to claim one of 60 at-large National Championship bids awarded to the 
top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points system is available on 
WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from IP Biloxi: 
 
EVENT #1: James Pomranky defeated 220 players ($365 NLH) for $16,502 
EVENT #2: Robert Irby defeated 193 players ($365 NLH One-Day) for $15,056 
EVENT #3: Tam Nguyen defeated 571 players ($365 NLH Re-Entry) for $35,978 
 
With the third tournament wrapped, nine more ring events remain at IP Biloxi. 
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. 
 
For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com.  
 


