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No-Limit Hold’em 

Buy-In:  $365 
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Total Prize Pool:  $ 48,300 
April 29 – April 30, 2013

Thomas Midena Wins Event #4 at Harrah’s Philadelphia 

Cash Game Player Continues Recent Tournament Success at Harrah’s Philly 

CHESTER, PA (April, 29 2013) – The 2012/2013 World Series of Poker Circuit Events sponsored by Southern 
Comfort 100 Proof continued Tuesday with the conclusion of Event 4, $365 No-Limit Hold’em. The latest Circuit 
champion to be crowned was Thomas Midena, a poker pro from Brooklyn, NY.  
 
Midena, who plays mostly cash games, scored his breakout tournament win in March in the PokerNews Mid-States 
Poker Tour Firekeepers Main Event. Midena kept the tournament ball rolling Tuesday with his first WSOP Circuit 
Event win at Harrah’s Philadelphia.  
 
1st place earned Midena $13,041 and his first Circuit gold ring. He also picked up 50 points in the National 
Championship points race. 
 
The Monday-start event drew 161 players, making for a $48,300 prize pool. 
 
Day one play was fast and furious, leaving only six players remaining through 21 levels of play. The remaining six 
returned at 1:00 pm Tuesday to play down to a winner.  
 
Among them was Rocco Luciano, a 32-year-old real estate appraiser from Philadelphia, PA.  
 
Luciano won the opening event in the inaugural WSOP Circuit Event series here at Harrah’s Philly back in 2012 
and had his sights set on Ring #2. Luciano however, was unable to get things rolling and was eliminated early in 
the day in 6th place ($2,407) 
 
Heads up came down to Midena and Aaron Pinson of Baltimore, MD. Pinson and Midena began heads up play 
nearly even in chips and battled it out for nearly two hours.  
 
Pinson found himself on the short end of almost every all-in showdown, and despite being able to chip back up a 
few times, was unable to fade a final all-in holding a pocket pair to Midena’s overcards and was eliminated in 2nd 
($8,059) 
 
After the win, Midena was congratulated by fellow pros Trevor Deeter and Kris Bradshaw, who were on hand to 
cheer their buddy on. With his second major tournament win in as many months, it appears that Midena can 
officially add tournament expertise to the cash game success that already decorates his poker resume.  
 
8 events are still to come. See the complete Harrah’s Philadelphia Circuit schedule and event results here. The 
WSOP Circuit Events at Harrah’s Philadelphia runs through May 6th. You can find the complete 2012-2013 WSOP 
Circuit schedule here. 
 
The final results are as follows: 
 
PLACE  PLAYER  HOMETOWN  CASH EARNED 



1  Thomas Midena  BROOKLYN, MI  $13,041 
2  Aaron Pinson  BALTIMORE, MD  $8,059 
3  Bryan Garrett  Havertown, PA  $5,801 
4  James Kinney  MATTHEWS, NC  $4,252 
5  Steven Reese  SEWELL, NJ  $3,171 
6  Rocco Luciano  PHILADELPHIA, PA  $2,407 
7  Peter Ippolito  EAST MEADOW, NY  $1,858 
8  Thomas Coan  HAUPPAUGE, NY  $1,457 
9  Andrew Dakoski  STOW, OH  $1,162 
10  Justin  Knappenberger  BETHLEHEM, PA  $941 
11  Michael Jukich  ARLINGTON, VA  $941 
12  John Gonzalez  HARRISBURG, PA  $941 
13  Todd Bales  WEST CHESTER, PA  $775 
14  Howard Morsching  ALLENTOWN, PA  $775 
15  Sean Burson  HIDDEN VALLEY LAKE, CA  $775 
16  Ronald Bercek  $648 
17  Robert Zybura  Old Bridge, NJ  $648 
18  Leonard Monfredo  US  $648 

 
 
 
ABOUT THE WSOP 
The World Series of Poker (WSOP) is the largest, richest and most prestigious gaming event in the world awarding 
millions of dollars in prize money and the prestigious gold bracelet, globally recognized as the sport's top prize. 
Featuring a comprehensive slate of tournaments in every major poker variation, the WSOP is poker's longest 
running tournament in the world, dating back to 1970.  In 2012, the event attracted 74,766 entrants from 101 
different countries to the Rio in Las Vegas and awarded over $222 million in prize money.  In addition, the WSOP 
has formed groundbreaking alliances in broadcasting, digital media and corporate sponsorships, while successfully 
expanding the brand internationally with the advent in 2007 of the World Series of Poker Europe.  The WSOP 
Circuit Tour is entering its ninth season in 2012-13.  For more information on the World Series of Poker, please visit 
www.WSOP.com. 
  
ABOUT SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Southern Comfort®, a fruit, spice, and whiskey flavored liqueur, was created in New Orleans by bartender M.W. 
Heron in 1874. Today, it is enjoyed by friends in over 100 countries around the world and continues to grow as an 
icon brand. Please visit us at SouthernComfort.com and facebook.com/southerncomfort.  
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