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Matthew O’Brien Wins River Rock $1,125 Tournament 
 
354 registrants take their shot at an $81,422 first prize marking the largest $1,000 buy-in 
tournament of the 2012-13 WSOP Circuit season. 
 
Richmond, BC (October 31, 2012) — Event 4 of the WSOP Circuit at River Rock Casino 
continued the trend of sizeable turnout, drawing 354 entrants in the stop’s first $1,125 event. To 
put some perspective on that number, Horseshoe Hammond, often regarded as the most highly 
attended series on the WSOP Circuit, held a $1,125 buy-in event that drew 222 -- an admirable 
number, but more than 40 percent less than the field size in Canada. 
 
The tournament was won by 22-year-old poker pro Matthew O’Brien. O’Brien brought a chip 
stack of 1,200,000 to the final table -- almost twice that of second place Keith Winterman. The 
eliminations came fast and before you knew it, O’Brien was heads up with Charles Shapiro. 
 
The tournament’s eventual champion held about a 2-to-1 chip lead heads-up, but with more than 
220 big blinds in play tournament staff prepared for a potential marathon, but the fast play 
continued. 
 
On a board of [Tc][8h][6c] O’Brien bet out and Shapiro moved all-in. 
 
“Wow. You made this exact same play earlier on a bluff,” O’Brien said with a sigh. “I call.” 
 
O’Brien tabled [Jc][Ts] for top pair and Shapiro showed [Jx][9x] for an open-ended straight 
draw. The [6h] turn and [2h] river were no help, and just like that O’Brien raked in all 220 big 
blinds, his first WSOP Circuit ring and $81,422 in prize money. 
 
O’Brien is a professional poker player from Ottawa, ON. His tournament resume includes, 
among other things, winning a $1,000 buy-in event at the Venetian as well placing third in the 
WSOP Circuit Main Event at Palm Beach Kennel Club last year.  
 
He says he plans to use his winnings to invest money into a restaurant his brother is opening, St. 
Louis Bar and Grill, a Toronto-based franchise opening a branch in his hometown.  
 
This was the fourth of 12 gold ring events on the WSOP Circuit schedule at River Rock Casino. 
Officially listed as Event #4, the $1,125 buy-in No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 354 



entries. The total prize pool came to $354,000. The top 36 players were paid. All players who 
cashed received WSOP Circuit National Championship ranking points.  
 
The tournament was played over two consecutive days, starting on Tuesday. Day 2 began at 1 
p.m. saw 48 players take their seats. It took five and a half hours to reach the nine-handed final 
table. The final playing session began at 6:30 p.m. local time. Play finished at 10:15 p.m. making 
the total duration of the final table three hours and forty-five minutes (including a 30-minute 
dinner break). 
 
Notes on the Event 
 

• With 354 entrants, Event 4 was far and away the most highly attended $1,125 tournament 
of the 2012-13 WSOP Circuit season. 

• The official final table of nine was reached after a double elimination of Tyler St. Clair 
(11th) and Peter Brewe (10th). 

• The final table lasted just three hours and forty-five minutes. There were more than 220 
big blinds in play when the heads-up match concluded. 

• Former November Niner and WSOP champion Matt Jarvis and Matt Affleck were among 
some of the tournament’s more notable entrants.  

 
 
Through four events there remains a tie atop the Casino Champion’s leaderboard. Antony 
Vidmer and Calen McNeil are the only players to have recorded multiple cashes at River Rock.  
 
The player who accumulates the most overall points in River Rock’s twelve combined gold ring 
tournaments will earn the title “Casino Champion” and receive automatic entry into the $1 
Million 2012-13 WSOP National Championship to take place in New Orleans May 2013, as will 
the winner of River Rock Main Event. The River Rock Casino Champion will not officially be 
crowned until the completion of the second of two online ring events to take place November 18 
and 25. All players who cash in ring events will receive points that apply to both Casino 
Champion race and the season-long race to claim one of the 60 at-large National Championship 
bids awarded to the top point earners throughout the season. More information on the points 
system is available on WSOP.com. 
 
Here is the list of gold ring winners from River Rock, so far:  
 
EVENT #1: Mike Kim defeated 410 players ($365 NLHE) for $27,059  
EVENT #2: Flemming Lund defeated 296 players ($580 NLHE) for $35,523 
EVENT #3: Adina Mazzucco defeated 205 players ($365 PLO) for $15,989 
EVENT #4: Matthew O’Briend defeated 354 players ($1,125 NLH) for $81,422. 
 
With the fourth tournament now wrapped up, there are still six more gold ring events remaining, 
as well two online tournaments scheduled to take place November 18 and 25, before the 2012-13 
WSOP Circuit at River Rock concludes.  
 
For more information about the World Series of Poker Circuit, be sure to follow us on Twitter 
@WSOP or check out WSOP.com. For additional information please contact:  
 
Lukas M. Willems (WSOP Media Coordinator) at lukasmwillems@gmail.com.  
 


