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Tournament Headlines 

 
Phil Hellmuth’s Thirteenth 

“I Played the Best Poker of My Life in this Tournament,” Poker Icon Says 

Hellmuth Wins 2012 WSOP Europe Main Event Championship 

Hellmuth Adds to Legacy with 13th WSOP Gold Bracelet Victory 

Ukrainian Sergii Baranov Finishes as Runner Up 

Stephane Albertini Falls Short of Another French Championship this Year at Cannes – Finishes Third 

Sixth Annual WSOP Europe Concludes with Yet another Memorable Moment 

 
 
Tournament Overview 

Cannes, France (October 5, 2012) – Poker legend Phil Hellmuth was in top form in just about every 

manner possible with his electrifying victory tonight in the World Series of Poker Europe Championship, 
held at Hotel Majestic Barriere in Cannes, France. 

Hellmuth’s win was monumental on every level -- first as yet another exclamation point in the storied 
history of the most accomplished and revered WSOP career of any player in the world. Moreover, 



Hellmuth managed not only to dominate his opponents, but also entertain a worldwide viewing audience 
in an event that may very well have been watched by just as many people as any poker event in history. 
Last but not least, Hellmuth’s second gold bracelet victory this year catapults his name atop the leader 
board in the much coveted 2012 WSOP Player of the Year race. 

For Hellmuth, this was gold bracelet victory number 13. It comes three months after his 12th win, which 
took place in the Razz Championship, held in Las Vegas. That was Hellmuth’s first career non-Hold’em-
related victory. 

But Hellmuth returned to more familiar territory this time, dominating the tournament during the last two 
playing sessions, including a tough final table that featured seven other players hungry for victory. One by 
one, they fell short of the prize, leaving the vulnerable poker superstar with more chips with each passing 
hour. 

The tournament concluded with Hellmuth defeating Ukrainian runner-up Sergii Baronov with a pair of 
aces and a better kicker. The final pot of the tournament was worth €1,022,376 euros to the new 
champion. But at least two other things seemed to be on his mind. 

“I don’t say this often, but I am truly humbled by this,” said Hellmuth afterward. “This is one of the most 
prestigious titles in poker and to get this one, it’s right up there with the (1989) World Championship.” 

Indeed, the victory was the 13th at the WSOP by Hellmuth, the most by any player in history. The poker 
superstar from Palo Alto, CA now pulls away three gold bracelet victories ahead of his closest rivals – 
Johnny Chan and Doyle Brunson, who increasingly seem removed from the strides Hellmuth continues to 
make in the game.  

Moreover, Hellmuth’s victory places him squarely in the points lead in the Player of the Year race for 
2012. Only one player can now surpass Hellmuth, and that is Greg Merson, who must win the WSOP 
Main Event Championship in order to surpass Hellmuth in points. The final table will be played at the end 
of October at which time the Player of the Year winner will be determined. 

This marked the sixth WSOP Europe Main Event Championship and the second time the competition has 
been played in France. Just about every major poker superstar on every continent made their way to the 
French Riviera for this year’s attraction. Among those who cashed were gold bracelet winners Jason 
Mercier, Scott Seiver, David Benyamine, Andy Frankenberger, Bertrand Grospellier, Keven Stammen, 
Elio Fox (last year’s WSOP Europe Main Event Champion), Eugene Katchalov, Daniel Negreanu, and 
Justin Bonomo. 

Hellmuth’s victory is yet another thrilling moment in what has been six action-packed years of excitement 
at WSOP Europe. Starting with 18-year-old Annette Obrestad’s stunning win in the inaugural played back 
in 2007, to John Juanda’s marathon victory in what was the longest WSOP final table in history a year 
later, to Phil Laak and Gus Hansen’s first gold bracelet triumphs, WSOP Europe has given the poker 
world more than its share of great memories. 

But for Hellmuth, no memory is likely to outshine what turned out to be lucky number 13. With this 
crowning achievement, Hellmuth is staking a serious claim at being perhaps the best of all time, 
particularly when it comes to tournament poker. Hellmuth not only has the most wins, but has also posted 
the most final table appearances in history as well as the most lifetime in-the-money finishes. 

“I played the best poker of my life in this tournament,” a beaming Hellmuth announced afterward. “My 
game is constantly evolving. I tried some new things out that really worked this time. My game is never 
the same. You’ve got to constantly be improving, and that’s what I do.” 

This was the seventh and final gold bracelet event played in Cannes. Officially listed as Event 7, the 
€10,000 (+450) No-Limit Hold’em tournament attracted 420 entrants. The total prizepool amounted to 
€4,032,000. The top 48 finishers were awarded prize money. 

 
Final table results were as follows: 
 
1st - Phil Hellmuth, €1,022,376 

2nd - Stephane Albertini, €632,592 

3rd - Stephane Albertini, €423,360 

4th - Joseph Cheong, €292,320  



5th - Christopher Brammer, €207,648 

6th - Paul Tedeschi, €149,184  
7th - Stephane Girault, €108,864 

8th - Jason Mercier, €84,672 

 
 
Meet the Champion 
 
Name: Phil Hellmuth, Jr. 
 
Age: 48 (born July 16, 1964) 
 
Hometown:  Madison, WI 
 
Current Residence:  Palo Alto, CA 
 
Occupation: Professional Poker Player 
 
Education:  Attended University of Wisconsin (did not graduate) 
 
Family: Married with two children 
 
Poker Experience: Been playing professionally since 1989 
 
Total WSOP cashes: 95 (ranks 1st all-time) 
 
Total WSOP final table appearances: 45 (ranks 1st all-time) 
 
Total Career WSOP Earnings: $12,189,531 (ranks second all-time) 
 
 
Winner Quotes 
 
On where his 13th gold bracelet victory ranks among his many poker accomplishments:  
“It’s got to be up there.  It’s got to be right up there.  The Main Event in 1989 is up there 
at number one, of course.  It has to be number two, I guess.  It’s the WSOP Europe 
Main Event!  What would I want more than this?  The Poker Players Championship, I 
would say – which I had a massive chip lead in at one point and couldn’t get it done.  
But this has to be my second most valuable bracelet, I think.” 
 
On winning two of the biggest events on two continents – North America and Europe: 
“People like to put things in groups and categories, which I think is very cool.  But I can’t 
really assign meaning to it.  That’s the kind of thing people will look back on 20 or 30 
years and say “I did that and that and that.’  Right now, I was just in such a great space.  
I’m so happy.  When I was in Malta, I was partying every night.  But here, I didn’t spend 
anytime partying.  I just stayed in my room.  I’ve been in this great state of mind.  I’m in 
the zone right now.  You continually make tweaks to your game….  You play great and 
that can get you so far, maybe into the money or deep, but you need more than that to 
win.  I made a lot of the luck I had in this tournament.  I played the best I’ve played in 
my life.  This was the best No-Limit Hold’em tournament I have ever played.”  



 
On facing a tough challenge by runner up Sergii Baranov: 
“Sergii is a very positive guy.  He kept coming up to me before and saying ‘we’re going 
to play heads-up, we’re going to play heads-up – and you’re going to beat me.’  It was 
just strange to have it come where we play heads-up…..there were a couple of times 
where I got upset.  I was like a pit bull, where I made the right call.  But sometimes they 
put all their money in bluffing me, and then hit their miracle card.  But Sergii is a very 
positive guy.  I finally got him when I picked him off with a pair of jacks.  That hand won 
the tournament for me.”     
 
On his next goals in poker: 
“I need to win 24 gold bracelets and the Poker Players Championship and the 25K 
World Poker Tour Championship.  There’s still a lot of work left to do.  For a while, they 
said I couldn’t play the mixed games.  Then, I had two great years of mixed game 
results.  And then there were rumors I couldn’t play Hold’em anymore.  I was like, 
‘what!’  So, the kids will be the kids.  I love most of them.  But there will be some haters 
out there.  It’s kinda’ nice to say, ‘I’m not bad at Hold’em either.”  
 
On what he’s doing differently than everyone else, consistently producing these kinds of 
results: 
“In this tournament, nobody played faster than I did.  I called every single big blind every 
day for three straight days.  I didn’t care if it was 9-4 offsuit.  You know why?  Because -
- I was going to make them play the flop.  And I check raised them so many times.  I 
knew they had nothing.  So, they were defenseless.  So, if they are going to raise me, I 
am just going to do the anti-raise bet.  It gets into more levels.  Of course, it isn’t always 
that way.  But a lot of times, I hit bottom pair and I was willing to put in a lot of money.  If 
I did flop something, it seems they would try to bluff and bluff and bluff, and so it’s a 
different game.  Everyone was afraid of me.  Every time I three bet it, I called.  I didn’t 
care what I had.  I sent them a message.  Every time you three-bet I am going to call.  
And, so they were scared to death.  It was muck, muck, muck, muck, muck.  I was 
accumulating chips at a great rate.  You can’t always play that fast.  Of course, I caught 
some breaks.  Once I had pockets aces and someone raised me all in with pocket 
nines.  Another hand, I had aces and Curt Kohlberg moved all-in with J-T.  I still had to 
dodge a bullet when the flop came 8-9.  But, the aces held up.  That was the closest I 
got to being all-in…..I think I had all the moves in my arsenal in this tournament.”   
 
On if he’ll still be playing A-level poker in 30 years: 
“I hope so.  I hope that I continue to play at this level.  I hope I have the reading abilities 
that I have now, because that’s what separates the best.  That’s what gives me an 
edge.  I have a great strategy for playing the cards.  But reading allows me to take it to 
the next level.  I know that in thirty years I’ll be cashing a lot.  I hope I can still win.  I 
know I’ll be staring the young kids down and then say (with old man’s husky voice) “all 
in!” 
 
On how his game is still evolving: 
“I’ve had all these thoughts recently about how to play, that I hadn’t had before.  I was 
hearing it in my head….new thought, new thought, new thought.  I was writing 
everything down.  I was sending all this information to my wife.  I shared some of this 



with (Bandon) Cantu.  He listened to me, and he went on a deep run too, and won.  And 
so, yeah – you have to evolve.  If you do not, then you should just give up the game.” 
 
 
The Final Table 
 
The fifth playing session took place on the sixth day of the tournament (there were two 
starting days).  Play began at 1:45 p.m. on Thursday with eight players remaining.  
Hellmuth enjoyed a slight chip advantage over Sergii Baraonov when play began.  The 
same two players would end up finishing 1-2. 
 
The final table session took place in a ballroom at the Hotel Majestic Barriere, 
overlooking the famous La Crosiette, which is the promenade bordering the 
Mediterranean Sea.  Directly across the street was the hall where the Cannes Film 
Festival takes place each year. 
 
The official final table lasted about 13 hours -- minus a three-hour dinner/television 
break.  Play was stopped when four players were reached due to a commitment to 
broadcast the final live across most of Europe, at a prescheduled time.  Play ended at 
about 3 am. 
 
Notable participants at the final table included Phil Hellmuth (12 gold bracelets won 
when play began), Jason Mercier (two gold bracelets won when play began), former 
November Nine finalist (2010) Joseph Cheong, and Timothy Adams (gold bracelet 
winner) – who finished ninth but still gets credited in WSOP records with a final table 
finish since nine is the official cutoff. 
 

 
Other in-the-Money Finishers 
 

 Gold bracelet winner Scott Siever finished 10th. 
 

 2005 WSOP Main Event runner up Steve Dannenman finished 12th – his best 
showing since his breakthrough moment in poker seven years earlier. 

 

 Gold bracelet winner David Benyamine finished 15th. 
 

 Gold bracelet winner Andrew Frankenberger finished 22
nd

. 
 

 Gold bracelet winner and France’s best-known poker pro Bertrand “ElKy” 
Grospellier finished 25th. 

 

 Gold bracelet winner Keven Stammen finished 34th. 
 

 French poker pioneer Bruno Fitoussi finished 35th. 
 

 Gold bracelet winner Elio Fox, the defending champion in this event, finished 
39th. 
 



 Gold bracelet winner Eugene Katchalov finished 40th. 
 

 Four-time gold bracelet winner Daniel Negreanu finished 43rd – placing him in the 
top-ten all-time in cashes. 
 

 Gold bracelet winner Justin Bonomo finished 48th. 
 
A full list of in-the-money finishers can be found on WSOP.com. 
 
 
2012 WSOP Bracelet Update 
 
Through the conclusion of this tournament, the nationality of 2012 WSOP champions, 
including the 67 bracelet events that took place in Las Vegas this summer, has been:  
 
United States (44): Brent Hanks, Leif Force, Cory Zeidman, Andy Bloch, Herbert 
Tapscott, John Monnette, Brian Hastings, David “Doc” Arsht, Brandon Schaefer, Adam 
Friedman, Matt Matros, Andy Frankenberger, Phil Hellmuth (2), Cliff Goldkind, Ben 
Scholl, Randy Ohel, Joe Cassidy, Brian Meinders, Gabe Scott, Ylon Schwartz, Larry 
Wright, Allyn Jaffrey-Shulman, Carter Phillips, David “Bakes” Baker, Max Steinberg, 
Chris Tryba, David “ODB” Baker, Ronnie Bardah, Greg Ostrander, Henry Lu, Joey 
Weissman, Michael “the Grinder” Mizrachi, Steven Loube, Kenny Hsiung, Greg Hobson,  
Vanessa Selbst, Jim Willerson, Will Jaffe, Antonio Esfandiari, Greg Merson, Nick 
Schulman, Ryan Eriquezzo 
 
France (3):  Roger Hairabedian, Giovanni Rosadoni  
 
Canada (2): Simon Charette, Timothy Adams 
 
Portugal (2):  Francisco De Costa Santos, Jonathan Aguiar 
 
Vietnam (2): Dung “Gomer” Nguyen, Yen Dang  
 
Thailand (1): Chip Saechao 
 
Bulgaria (1): Nick Jivkov  
 
France (1): Aubin Cazals  
 
Iran (1): Ashkan Razavi  
 
The Netherlands (1): Vincent van der Fluit  
 
Belgium (1): Michael Gathy  
 
Japan (1): Naoya Kihara  
 
Great Britain (1): Craig McCorkell  
 



Germany (1): Jan-Peter Jachtmann, Dominik Nitsche  
 
Ukraine (1): Okelsii Kovalchuk  
 
Italy (1): Rocco Palumbo  
 
Greece (1): Pete Vilandos  
 
Czech Republic (1): Tomas Junek  
 
Russia (1): Viacheslav Zhukov  
 
Tunisia (1): Imed Ben Mahmoud 
 
 
Report by Nolan Dalla 


